
Honors English III Summer Assignment (to be completed during the summer and 
turned in on the first day of high school to your English teacher -- August 24, 2015) 
 
1. Read Amy Tan’s The Joy Luck Club 
2. Complete reading journal. (1/2 of assignment grade) 
 
For approximately each twenty pages you read, write a paragraph (at least five sentences, well-developed 
with good thought) in reaction to what you read. To react to reading means you tell what you thought about 
it. You should have a total of ten to twleve reading journal paragraphs after reading the book. Do not 
merely summarize the plot. You can use the following sentence starters to help inspire you about what to 
say: 
 
 * I liked it when… 
 * I did not like it when… 
 * I thought _____ was fair because… 
 * I thought _____ was unfair because… 
 * I was confused when… 
 * I was glad when… 
 * I was saddened when… 
 * I wonder why… 
               * I was surprised by… 
   
              (You can also come up with your own ways of starting. The items above are  
              suggestions.) 
 
Note: NOVEL IS NOT BROKEN INTO TRADITIONAL CHAPTERS. Page numbers may 
vary depending on versions of the novel, but all students are expected to turn in ten to twelve 
reflections. 
 
When you are finished reading the book, please respond to five of the following questions in a single 
paragraph each. (1/2 of assignment grade) 
 

1.  Choose one pair of mother and daughter and explain how their relationship improved or worsened   
throughout the novel. 

2. Why might Amy Tan have chosen to organize the novel in this way? What is the symbolism behind the 
number four? 

3. Which of the daughters do you believe is the most Americanized/westernized? How does that separate 
her from the rest of the group? Be specific. 

4. How would Joy Luck Club be different if the mothers were speaking to their sons rather than their 
daughters? How does the novel present the relationship between mothers and daughters differently from 
mothers and sons? 

5. Choose one pair of mother and daughter and explain the lesson that the mother wants the daughter to 
learn. How does the mother go about sharing this lesson with her daughter?  

6. Most people will think that the mothers have a more difficult time assimilating to Western or American 
culture than the daughters. However, why might the daughters have a difficult time amalgamating or 
integrating the two cultures they grew up with? Why does this matter to the mothers? 

7. What roles do fathers play in the Chinese household? Consider what the fathers usually do during the Joy 
Luck meetings and choose one father to examine throughout the novel.  
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